CHAPTER VIII
Through German Spectacles
The Various Spectacles
The spectacles may rest on a variety of noses and
may reflect a variety of views. There is, for instance,
the view that is seen by Herr Hitler himself; there is
the view, too, of Goring, or of other high priests of
the Nazi cult. These views may vary: there is reason
to believe that the facts, when known and not liked,
are not always allowed to reach the Fiihrer's eyes or
ears. What any of the Nazi chiefs see, moreover, may
be something different from what they say they see.
The truth may be known to them, or some of them,
or at least approximately known, but they may, and
do, distort it. They do so for two reasons: first, to
mislead the foreigner and especially the enemy;
secondly, to keep up the morale of the German
people. For that and other reasons it is exceedingly
difficult to say what German spectacles do in fact re-
flect at any given time. There may be a variation,
again, between the view which presents itself to the
German civilian or man in the street and the view of
the member of the German armed forces. The man
serving in the Luftwaffe, for instance, must know a
good deal more about many unpleasant things, such
as the losses of his arm of the service, than ever
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